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Please join us during the Learning Hour for a 5-part Lenten Series 

February 21 – March 21 led by Elaine Ramshaw 

using a New England Synod resource entitled 40 Days, 3 Persons, 1 

God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays during Lent in the Chapel 
 

12:00 Noon – Meditation and Prayer Service followed by brown 

bag lunch in Muhlenberg Room (Coffee and Dessert provided) 
 

6:30 p.m. – Soup & Bread in the Parish House followed by 

Discussion 

7:30 p.m. -- The Service of Compline in the Chapel 

 

The Triune God 
 

Y March 3 – Baptism of Jesus 

Mark 1:6-15 

Y March 10 – Risen Christ Breathes the Spirit 

John 20:19-23 

Y March 17 – The Trinitarian Seal of Our Baptism 

II Corinthians 1:18-22 

Y March 24 – Annunciation and Visitation 

Luke 1:30-45 
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Palm Sunday 

Intergenerational 

Event 
March 28, 2010 

During the Learning Hour 

 

 

The Three Days 
 

 

Holy Thursday (April 1)   
Worship at 12 Noon and 

7:30PM 

 

Good Friday (April 2)  
 Worship at 7:30PM 

 

Holy Saturday (April 3)  
 Easter Vigil Worship at 

7:00PM 
 

Easter Day 
Sunday, April 4 

 

Chapel Communion: 
8:00 a.m. 

 

Easter Breakfast:   

 8:45 a.m. 

 

Festive Service:  

10:00 a.m. 

 

See insert to order  

Easter Flowers 
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A Flute, an Oboe, and Two 

Pianists on March 28 
 
The Bethesda Music Series 

invites you to a chamber music 

concert on Sunday, March 28, at 

4:00 p.m. in the church 

sanctuary. Pianists William 

Braun and Eric Trudel will collaborate with flutist Sergio 

Pallottelli and oboist Olav van Hezewijk to present wonderful 

works of Rossini, Prokofiev, and others. Habitat for Humanity 

of Greater New Haven will be the recipient of the concert‘s 

free will offering. Bring family and friends to enjoy this 

delightful occasion! 

 

 

 

Youth Ski Trip Thanks 
 

Thank you to all who 

contributed to our special coffee 

hour on February 7. Your 

combined efforts helped the 

youth to raise $213.01. This 

combined with the generous 

contributions of the church 

($200) has lowered the price 

substantially for each member 

and allowed us to participate in this enriching and exciting 

weekend and Camp Calumet! Boom Chicka Boom!  
 

. 

 

Save the Date(s)! 
Tons of Food 2010 is just 

around the corner.  Anyone who 

watched the Olympics knows 

the immense pressure on those 

defending their title (Bethesda 

won in 09!) so we all need to 

Bring It this year!  Look for 

more info soon, but remember 

these dates: April 11, 18, 25.   

 
 

The next submission 

deadline for the next 

issue of  

The Visitor is  

Sunday, March 14   
Please e-mail your submissions 

to Nora Lee at 

bethesda.visitor@gmail.com 

Thank you!  

Nora Lee, Editor, Clare Couture, 

Production Manager 

(bethesda@snet.net  

 

Visit our Web page: 

www.bethesdanewhaven.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fair Trade Coffee 

and Tea 
 

 
 

Fair Trade coffee, teas and 

chocolate are available for 

sale the second Sunday of 

each month. Fair Trade 

promotes fair wages, 

children‘s rights, women‘s 

rights, the right to 

organize, environmental 

rights and indigenous 

rights. A portion of the 

Fair Trade proceeds also 

goes to the Bethesda 

Women of the ELCA 

(WELCA) 

 

 
 

mailto:bethesda@snet.net
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Pastorôs Paragraphéor two 
     

 

We have entered and encountered the Season of Lent.  This journey has begun and Lent 

spans the entire month of March this year. 

      It may seem a bit challenging to consider Lent and March at the same time for March also 

opens the door to Spring.  The minutes of daylight are increasing.  We look for the first flowers 

or the initial signs that trees are about to burst into leaf.  Even daylight saving time arrives on 

March 14 (remember to set your clocks ahead).  Should there be a snowstorm in March 

(certainly not unheard of), we know that the frozen precipitation won‘t stick around for long. 

      Here we are in the liturgical season of Lent and I, for one, have always considered this to be 

a time of somber repentance and then recommitment to walk with Christ. 

      I am reminded, however, that the word ―Lent‖ actually has its roots in the Old English word 

for spring.  So here is a connection between Lent and Spring.  But I think there is more, 

especially when it is understood that Lent and Spring both contain new life.  

      The purpose of repentance is the renewal of our lives through the renewing of our baptismal 

identities – individually and as a community.  Evangelical Lutheran Worship provides the 

following opening statement for the Service of Baptism: ―God, who is rich in mercy and love, 

gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament of baptism.  By water and the Word 

God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ.  We are united with 

all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 

God‘s mission for the life of the world.‖ 

      So there it is – a March connection of Lent and Spring. 

      Having now rambled on for a bit let me conclude by inviting you to be part of Bethesda‘s 

Lenten conversations and Worship.  In addition to the Sunday morning Worship and Learning 

schedule, we meet each Wednesday during the Season of Lent.  A contemplative Service of 

Worship begins each Wednesday at noon in the Chapel.  This Service is followed by a time of 

conversation and dessert.  Each Wednesday at 6:30PM there will be Soup and Bread supper in 

the educational building, followed by conversation, and the Service of Compline in the Chapel at 

7:30PM. 

      I look forward to journeying with you through this Season of Lent.  

In Christ‘s Service,  

Pastor Preuss 
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Wednesday Morning  

Bible Study 
 

 

The Wednesday morning Bible study 

will conclude a four-part series on the topic 

Worship.  The group will meet March 3. 

 

You are invited to the Wednesday morning Bible Studies. We 

meet from 8:00 – 9:00 am. Come and enjoy exploring the 

Book of Faith, a light breakfast, and sharing new insights into 

God‘s Word in today‘s world. 
 

The next series will begin on March 17 and will focus on the 

subject of peace.  The sessions will be March 17, March 31, 

April 7 and April 21. 

 

Offering Update – A Lenten discipline? 
 

During this season of fasting and good works and prayer, 

please consider the financial health of Bethesda and how this 

community plays a role in your journey.  If you have not yet 

pledged, please contact the office.  And if you would like to 

reconsider your pledge and/or make an additional gift, please 

contact the office as well. 

 2009 2010 Ahead/Behind % 

As of 

2/21 
$19,934 $22077 +2,143 +11% 

Yr End $167,520 

 
$158,237* -9,283.82 -6% 

*Budgeted based on projections from pledges and past giving 

habits. 
 

 

Announcements: 
 

March 13:  Super Saturday 

Gathering 

March 14: Collection of 

coin boxes.  Money will be sent to 

ELCA World Hunger: Godôs 

Global Barnyard.   

Wednesdays in Lent: Priscilla 

will offer a Children's Lenten 

learning time every Wednesday 

from 6:50 until 7:25 PM.

 

The call committee 

continues their work with 

diligence and the 

congregation should know 

that each member takes 

their charge extremely 

seriously.  Due to 

necessary confidentiality 

for the benefit of all 

parties, updates will 

probably not satisfy most 

of our appetites for steady 

information.  Know that 

we are working and that 

we will relay information 

as soon as it becomes 

appropriate to do so.  

Please keep the committee 

in your prayers. 

 

 

 
Saturday, March 13 

@ 4:30-7:00 P.M. 

in the Living Room 
 Join us for a fun afternoon 

of conversation, playing 

outside, games, movies for 

younger and older kids, 

and PIZZA 

 Please bring a salad, 

munchies, or dessert to 

share! 

 RSVP: 
priscilla.melendez@uconn.edu  

mailto:priscilla.melendez@uconn.edu
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News from the 

February Council 

Meeting 
 

 

The Bethesda Church Council 

met February 15 and welcomed 

two guests. Rev. Henry Morris, 

Dean of the New Haven 

Conference of the New England 

Synod, asked that a Bethesda member serve on the board of 

Lutherans In Mission. Maureen Anderson reported on the 

proceeds from the Bethesda Fair and the decision to give 10% 

of the income to Christian Community Action and use the 

balance to purchase new tables for the Campanius Room and 

for kitchen renovation. The Council elected JoAnn Sensale to 

a term on the Audit Committee and Martin and Katherine 

Gehner as the congregation‘s representatives to the 2010 New 

England Synod Assembly.  Council members volunteered to 

serve on standing committees and will be contacting those 

who expressed interest in being on those committees. Maggie 

Astrup reported that the Call Committee is interviewing a 

pastor candidate, and Martin Jean reported that the search for 

a new music director has begun, since Adam Peithmann‘s 

plans may not allow him to be considered to serve Bethesda 

following the conclusion of his current one-year contract. Ad 

hoc committees to renovate the kitchen and to hire a new 

caretaker were launched. 

--Dianne Witte, President 

 

++++ 

 

On Sunday, March 14
th

 there will be a 

luncheon in the Parish House living room 

at 12:00 noon for anyone wishing to get 

some information about wills and 

advance directives, ways to remember the 

church, and funeral planning.  This 

session will be similar to one held early 

in December.   Lunch will be provided.  

Please sign up if you plan to attend so that we can plan for the 

luncheon.  Sign up sheets will be available at coffee hour or 

you may also call the church office to sign up. 

 

 
“GIFT OF THE 

HEART” KITS 
 

Bethesda will again 

participate in Church 

World Service‘s collection 

of ―Gift of the Heart‖ kits.  

Sarah Circle will 

coordinate.  Please join its 

efforts by: 

1. Making a complete 

Hygiene/School kit (s). 

2. Supplying some of the 

items to make a kit. 

3. Donating to pay the 

postage to send the kits 

where they are needed.  

An offering will be 

taken at the end of a 

service in March.   

 

Fact Sheets, available in 

the Narthex, will provide 

the information you will 

need to make the kits.  

Completed kits can be 

placed in the white box in 

the Narthex.  Kits will be 

accepted through Mar. 28.  

If you have any questions, 

please see Sue Berube 

(203-287-8170).   
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Some Thoughts  

on Evangelism 
 

As I realize that one of the goals 

of Bethesda at this point in its 

history is to grow, I can‘t help 

but ask myself what is it that I 

am doing as a member of this 

congregation and what else I 

could do to invite others into our 

midst to come and see and stay.  Have I ever in my four years 

here invited friends who have no church to come to Bethesda?  

Sadly, the answer is ―no, I haven‘t.‖   

 

When I was invited in my previous Lutheran congregation in 

State College to become part of the Evangelism Committee, I 

could only think of my mom, who in my eyes and memory 

has been a member of this committee all her life.  76 years in 

the same committee?   Well, I don‘t think she has been part of 

it since birth, but that has been my subjective impression, and 

at the time I was not ready for that time of commitment.   

Seeing my mother knocking at doors in a very poor 

neighborhood in Santurce, P.R. to distribute the Lent and 

Easter program to the community was not something I wanted 

to do when ―I grew up.‖     Then there has been the not so 

pleasant memory of a guy at Penn State who preached every 

single day of the week from noon to 1 PM in front of the same 

university building, always using questionable strategies to 

entice people to convert and give their lives to God.  He did it 

the twelve years that I taught at PSU.  Maybe he is still there 

preaching. 

 

We all know that evangelism in our midst is of another sort, 

but nonetheless it is a difficult and challenging task—and for 

some people, even embarrassing.   In the midst of the 

traditional challenges many churches usually experience with 

regard to their evangelistic mission, my church in State 

College decided to participate in a two-day workshop offered 

by a group of local congregations.  We invited a guru to speak 

on the topic of Evangelism and we opened the invitation not 

only to the members of our committee but to others in the 

congregation.  In total, 45 people attended the workshop from 

Grace Lutheran, and for many of us it was a truly eye opening 

experience.  We even had sessions of ―how to introduce 

yourself to a new comer‖ and what to gently ask.  Although I 

am not exactly shy, it goes without saying that talking to a 

stranger that just walks into ―your house‖ without previous 

notice is not always easy.   I have learned a lot from my 

mother‘s commitment to 

evangelism, from Doris 

Neimeth who greeted me 

for the first time as I 

waked into the Lutheran 

church in Ithaca, NY, a lot 

from Carl Foster, who did 

the same with so much 

kindness when I walked 

into University Lutheran 

Church in East Lansing, 

Michigan, a lot from the 

two-day workshop in State 

College.  Nevertheless, I 

still have not been daring 

enough to invite a friend 

without a church to come 

to Bethesda. 

 

-Priscilla Meléndez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight Saving 

Time  

begins  

Sunday, March 14 
 

Don‘t forget to turn your 

clocks ahead one hour. 
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Prayers for Our Members and Friends 
 

Healing and strength:  Stacy Opsal, granddaughter of the 

Evensons; Linda Salisbury; Betty Neal; James Moyer, friend of 

Molly Dinneen; Sue Merkel; Richard Ford, Verna Carlson, sister of 

Ivar Henrickson; Almira Muschamp, mother of Sue Berube; Betty 

Henrickson; Barbara Veleber, former member; Maureen Matthews, 

friend of Kathy Wimmer; Edith Swanson; Joe Ekeberg; George 

Lindbeck; Robert Evenson; James Phillips, husband of Karen 

Phillips; Martha Morris, sister of Henry Morris; Helen Neumann, 

mother of Dennis Neumann; Ruth Ebel, sister of Martha Kirschner; 

Mildred McMann; Richard and Margaret Stark, parents of Barbara 

Stark; Fran Batka, friend of Nils Svensen; Ethan Nessel, grandson 

of Mike and Sue Merkel; Richard Treat, friend of Marie and Doug 

Gray; Virginia Cellura friend of Molly Dinneen; The Baglioni 

Family; Frank and Jeanne Whalen, friends of Karen Baker; Dot 

Palcovich; Aina Smith; Mary Beth MacNab, friend of Sue Berube; 

Margaret Berube, friend of Sue Berube; Len DeNardis; Jonathan 

Cortright, father of Dan Cortright; Mary Benedosso, friend of Doris 

Hentz; Ray Anderson; Helen Blade; Sylvia Dunn; Ruth Mood; Rita 

Wissink; Jeanette Tykson; Ruth Jacobson; and Margaret Ogren. 
 

For those serving in the military: including Allison Mandas, 

daughter of Greg & Carlen Mandas; Joshua Bender, stepbrother of 

Chris Lee; and the chaplains of our churches who serve them. 
 

For our partners in the Gospel: the congregations and schools of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church In Jordan & The Holy Land 

(ELCJHL); our mission partners, Resurrection Lutheran Church in 

New Haven, and the Pangani Children‘s Centre, Nairobi, Kenya, in 

its ministry to those living with the impact of AIDS and hunger in 

Africa. 
 

For Bethesda:  that God continues to guide us into the future with 

ministries of witness and service while building up our community 

in all of its diversity. 

+ + + 

Calling all quilters!   
 

With another fair coming up in November, 

we plan to have another gorgeous quilt to 

raffle.  Work will begin in March.  Watch 

for the date in the weekly announcements.  

We meet at the beginning to cut out and start sewing, but 

most of the sewing is done at home.  We get together again to 

put blocks together and get strips ready for quilting.  And then 

the quilting is done at home.  At the end of the summer, we 

get together to put the strips together, add the borders and 

binding and then we‘re ready to sell tickets!  So, agreeing to 

work on the quilt is not a commitment to come to church 

weekly and work on it.  If you haven‗t worked with the group 

before and would like more information, please call Maureen 

Anderson at 203-488-4993.   

 

You are invited to:  

 
The Hein -Fry 

Lecture  
 

When: 7pm, Thursday, 
March 25 th   

 
Where: Emanuel 

Lutheran Church, 60 
Church St. 

Manchester, CT  
 

Wh o: Professor David 
Rhoads and local 

responder Pr. Don 
Larsen  

 
Topic:   Hearing the 
Word: Teaching the 
Bible in the Parish 

(and Beyond!)  
 

Join us for an evening 
of conversation about 
listening to Scripture 
in the context of 
congregational and 
community life .  

 

Each presenter will 
offer between 45 
minutes and an hour 
of insights, followed by 
Q & A.  Light 
refreshments and 
informal conversation 
will close out the 
evening.  

 

Please call ahead so we 
can best prepare to 
welcome you.  

 

860 -643 -1193 
 


